Regional Internet Governance Conference 2012

Proposal for a panel on Internet Governance and Open Data Developments in Asia

At the ministerial OECD meeting on the Future of the Internet Economy in June 2008 in Seoul, the member states agreed on the need for governments to work with business, civil society and other parties to promote and expand access to public sector information online and promote the re-use of data worldwide. Asian OECD members, Australia, South Korea and Japan, have adopted open data standards and policies in the meantime; however, many other Asian countries are lagging behind. 

Public sector organisations produce, collect and share vast amounts of information, such as meteorological, traffic and socio-economic data, health and statistical data, cultural information and others. Public sector information is the “raw material” for new added value services, however, access and re-use regulations vary across the Asia Pacific region.  
Open Government Data is a complex area in that it has many dimensions, many of which apply to the physical layer of the Internet and its governance and is important for sustainable human, economic and social development. The need for open government data is even more prominent in the developing world where Internet access is problematic. 
Some of the key issues an Open data framework should address:

- Public Information asset list of all datasets which can be accessed through Open government site 
- Security: All information accessed through open government site is in compliance with the required confidentiality, integrity, and availability controls mandated by government regulations 
-  Privacy: All information accessed through open data site must be in compliance with current data privacy laws
- Data Quality and Retention

- Secondary Use: Data accessed through Data.gov do not, and should not, include controls over its end use. However, as the data owner or authoritative source for the data, the submitting Department or Agency must retain version control of datasets accessed. Once the data have been downloaded from the agency's site, the government cannot vouch for their quality and timeliness. 
The OECD has defined a set of guidelines which address these issues in more details, and the panel will discuss how these guidelines can be adopted in less advanced internet economies, and Asian context.
The ability for open government data to improve the economic prospects of developing countries, including those emerging from crisis will be examined in the workshop along with the type of Internet governance framework that is needed to help ensure that this becomes reality.

The panel aims to create an overview on the current status in the region to enable comparisons and joint action to develop internet economies.

1. Can the process of developing this open government data content layer help encourage an enabling ICT environment and relevant investment for the development and economic prosperity of countries which have not yet introduced open data legislation?

2.  Could the linking of open government data portals at the national and regional level help to address some of the regional issues such as climate change, food security, health, economic planning and others?

3. What is the role of intergovernmental institutions in fostering open government and open data policies?

4. How can more advanced internet economies in Asia support countries where the infrastructure and framework for open government data is non-existent or emerging?

The panel will be organised and led by Waltraut Ritter. She has been involved in all meetings of the World Summit of Information Society and Internet Government Forum since 2003. 

Other panelist will come from India, Malaysia, Korea and Indonesia. Names to be confirmed before 31 May 2012.
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